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SPRING HAS ARRIVED AT THE PARK 
                                       BY PARK MANAGER MICHAEL BERGUM 

On behalf of all the staff at Hartman Creek State Park we welcome you to your 
park for the 2015 season.  Spring has arrived and park staff is busy repairing 
and preparing facilities and buildings and equipment for yet another busy sum-
mer season.    Many hours are put in to assure you, the visitor, are provided 
with a safe, enjoyable experience here at Hartman Creek State Park. 

 

The permanent park staff of Jared Kehring and Sue McElrone along with me, 
Michael Bergum, cannot do it alone.  We rely on a dedicated seasonal staff of 
employees that have returned many seasons to work here at the park.  Among 
them is Lillian Dallman in maintenance, Samantha Griffin and Joanne Kasper 
in the park office and Nicolas Hefter, one of our park rangers, you may see out 
and about in the park.  In addition, this year we bring on three new employees:  
Rhonda Abbott will assist Lillian in maintenance and Brock Holmes and Shelby 
Walton are here to assist you in the office for your camping and day use needs.   

 

The park also features naturalist Kara Janssen who will again provide visitors 
with many diverse programs on the park’s flora and fauna, and  historical and 
cultural features.     Please take time and visit with our staff and feel free to ask 
them for any assistance you may need. (continued on Page 2) 
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EXCITING CHANGES AT THE BEACH 

SPRING HAS ARRIVED (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

This summer when you visit the 

beach, be sure to check out the new 

concessioner…Adventure Outfitters 

“The Outpost.”  They will have a fully 

stocked camp store, rentals of out-

door recreational gear, and a variety 

of activities to enjoy.   

At the camp store you will be able to 

pick up those grocery items you for-

get or ran out of without going into 

town.  Other things to look for in-

clude camping supplies, snacks and 

concessions such as ice cream, na-

chos, slushies and popcorn to name a 

few.  

Outside, be sure to check out all the 

outdoor gear that will be available for 

rent.  Rentals include stand-up pad-

dle boards (SUPs), kayaks, canoes, 

bicycles, beach chairs, and beach 

games.   

If you’re the adventurous type, be 

sure to watch for off-site opportuni-

ties such as all-inclusive kayak trips, 

guided SUP tours, and river tubing.   

The Outpost will also have other ac-

tivities to enjoy right at the park.  

Keep an eye open each week during 

the summer for details.  If you’re 

looking for outdoor fun this summer, 

head down and visit The Outpost on 

the beach at Hartman Creek State 

Park!  

VOLUNTEERS ARE 
NEEDED! 

It takes a lot of people to keep Hart-

man Creek State Park in good shape, 

and we’re always looking for more 

volunteers to help.   Whether it’s 

walking a trail to check for needed 

maintenance, helping repair picnic 

tables, answering questions at the 

Hellestad House (or writing articles 

for a newsletter), we can always use 

more help! 

 

Ways to Get Involved: 

Sign-Up Online: 

Visit www.hartmancreekfriends.org 

and click on “Volunteer” 

Email: 

friendsofhartmancreek@gmail.com 

Call: 

Park Office 715-258-2372 

In Person: 

Stop in at the park office 

 

 

 

 

An important part of our team due recognition are the great number of volun-

teers that donate their time and efforts each and every year at Hartman Creek 

State Park. The friends of Hartman Creek State Park, a staple at the park for 

more than 20 years, donate countless hours in many projects including invasive 

species work, sponsoring special events and donating resources and monetary 

contributions in helping to keep the park running at a high level.   Additional 

volunteers at the park feature the local bike club, Cronies, and the Ice Age Trail 

Alliance of Waupaca and Portage Counties.   Their continued support helps 

keep the park’s trails in a well maintained appealing condition.  Would you too 

like to help out?  The park is always seeking volunteer help in many different 

areas.  We are seeking volunteers to help in maintenance, camp hosting, trail 

monitoring, and many other areas.   Feel free to contact us anytime if you would 

like more information on 

volunteering at Hartman 

Creek. 

 

So please come and enjoy 
YOUR park.  We are here 
to serve you in any way 
we can to provide you 
with a safe, enjoyable, fun 
experience.  Please let us 
know how we can contin-
ue to provide you with 
great experiences this 
season and many seasons 
for to come.  Thank you! 

Jared Kehring and Park Manager Michael Bergum 
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Last year I started tending the butterfly garden outside the Hartman Creek State Park 

visitor center as one of the park’s volunteers, and enjoyed doing it. I came by this as-

signment as a result of participating in the Master Naturalist Volunteer training pro-

gram offered at the park in Spring of 2014. I had been looking for a way to expand my 

meager knowledge of the natural world, and the general overview the MN program 

offered was perfect for my needs.  It was great to learn in a relaxed atmosphere with 

knowledgeable instructors and congenial participants who had varied backgrounds and 

interests.   

As graduates of the training, participants are required to do 40 hours of volunteer work 

and 8 hours of further training each year.  Initially, I thought fulfilling my volunteer 

hours would be difficult. Some of the opportunities offered seemed way over my head 

and I had some personal requirements; mainly scheduling flexibility and a desire for 

variety and continued learning.  When I heard someone was needed to tend the native 

plant butterfly garden at Hartman Creek State Park, it suited me perfectly!  I liked gar-

dening and could do the work on my schedule.   I welcomed learning about new plants.  

The full sun and sandy soil of the Hartman site was different from my shady garden 

with clay soil, and the fo-

cus on native species that 

attract butterflies depend-

ent on them was new to 

me.  I enjoyed researching 

and choosing specific 

plants, designing the gar-

den layout, seeing how 

each plant grew and blos-

somed, and identifying the 

insects attracted to specif-

ic plants.  

 

Now that the garden has 

been established, I look 

forward to maintaining the site, including some re-arranging of current plants and the 

addition of a few new varieties.  New garden signs are also on the agenda, and we may 

make room for some of the local glacial rocks in the garden as well.  

Stop and visit the garden when you next visit the park. It will look different every sea-

son.                                                                                    

                                                                 Kathryn Stewart is a 2014 Master Naturalist graduate  

BENEFITTING BUTTERFLIES 
                              BY KATHRYN STEWART 
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MASTER NATURALIST 
TRAINING CLASSES 

The Wisconsin Master Naturalist 

(WIMN) program is a statewide effort 

to promote awareness, understanding 

and stewardship of the state’s natural 

resources.  Modeled after the Master 

Gardener program, WIMN is develop-

ing a corps of informed volunteers 

throughout the state. You can become 

a WI Master Naturalist Volunteer!  

Wisconsin Master Naturalist course  

participants receive 40 hours of train-

ing in natural history, interpretation, 

and conservation stewardship, focus-

ing primarily on Wisconsin.  This 

includes classroom time with the 

instructors and guest lecturers, and 

field trips in the park 

Once trained, a WI Master Naturalist 

provides volunteer service in one of 

three areas: education/interpretation, 

stewardship, or citizen science. Vol-

unteer opportunities are available in 

state parks, nature areas and many 

other places.  

For more information and to find 

current classes, go to: 

Wimaternaturalist.org 

If you’d like to be notified the next 

time the class is offered at Hartman 

Creek State Park, please email us at : 

 

friendsofhartmancreek@gmail.com  

and we’ll let you know! 

There will be a new camping teepee available for rental at the campground this year.  

Check out our Facebook page for updates on when the teepee will be put up, and to 

reserve it, go to the Hartman Creek website (http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/

hartman/), click on Reservations and select the teepee for a unique camping experi-

ence! 

NEW CAMPING TEEPEE 



POPE LAKE STATE NATURAL AREA 
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There are 673 state natural areas in Wisconsin covering 373,000 acres. Each of these was set aside because it 

contained at least one of the following: an outstanding natural community, critical habitat for rare species, eco-

logical benchmark area, significant geological or archeological feature and or is an exceptional site for natural 

area research and education.  

The 80 acre Pope Lake State Natural Area (designated in 1984) is within the eastern boundary of Hartman 

Creek State Park, and contains the undeveloped Pope Lake, numerous springs, streams, wetlands, forests and 

undeveloped rustic trails. Water plays a critical role for the plant and animal communities found in the Pope 

Lake SNA, and it is important to measure the impacts of outside factors on these water resources and species. 

But to know how things change, one needs to have good data of how things are now, and the Pope Lake Natural 

Resources Project was developed to collect the data needed for ongoing monitoring and hopefully protection of 

this gem. 

Phil Peterson, whose residence abuts the SNA, is Coordinator for this effort, and already during late winter and 

early spring, there has been a flurry of activity, of the plant and animal communities themselves, as well as by 

researchers,, students and volunteers engaged in collecting 

data. Professors from several universities have been in-

volved, local high school students and Master Naturalist 

Volunteers.  An owl survey done over several nights, walks 

to look for seasonal plants erupting in spring, early morning 

bird walks, a Wisconsin salamander survey, frog invento-

ries, mammal inventories,  collections of mosses, liverworts 

and hornworts by a UWSP professor, fish surveys, and 

monthly hikes to count dragonflies, damselflies, butterflies 

and moths  are some of the activities that have already oc-

curred or are planned for the near future. Fish inventories, 

bat inventories, a marsh monitoring program, stream moni-

toring and more are planned and some of these will be done 

seasonally. There will be monthly work days to remove land

-based invasive plants.  

Pope Lake State Natural Area has restrictions on use (as do 

all SNAs) so check with the park office before venturing out. 

Trails are rustic with downed limbs, tamarack roots and 

holes in some areas that make hiking a challenge. There is 

also a healthy poison sumac population.  Camping, geo-

caching, horseback riding, collecting plants, rocks or other 

specimens is prohibited. (Researchers need a permit to col-

lect). Picking wild edibles is OK, if just enough for personal 

use. Pets are allowed in most SNAs if on a leash no longer 

than 8’, but hiking with Fido may be difficult. Do check with 

the park office for specifics and a map. 

After initial inventories there will be  continued monitoring, in conjunction with the Wisconsin Natural Herit-

age Inventory program which maintains data on the locations and status of rare species, natural communities 

and natural features in Wisconsin. This is a multi-year project that will involve some of the best experts in the 

state. Thanks go to Hartman Creek State Park Superintendent Mike Bergum for his work with DNR on this pro-

ject, Phil Peterson for coordinating, Sue and Arpad Eiler for their volunteer efforts.   

For more information on State Natural Areas check the Wisconsin DNR website for state natural areas. (They 

offer a book for sale that has information on all the SNAs in Wisconsin). For information on the Pope Lake 

SNA, check at the park office or look on the FHCSP website or Facebook page for volunteer opportunities.  

(Credit to Coordinator Phil Peterson, Sue Eiler, DNR/SNA website for providing information for this article).  



I remember  it like it was yesterday. Two of my grandchildren, Alice and Emma, ages 10 and 7, were visiting us  

from Georgia and we decided to take them fishing at Hartman Creek State Park. I gathered up the poles and put 

on some #6 test line and #10 Aberdeen hooks.  The girls were excited about trying their luck, but I was also 

aware of some sibling rivalry between them, not noticed in the past. We checked in at the park office and  

pulled in at Allen Lake where  there is a roomy fishing pier jutting out into the water. The girls ran to the pier 

and waited for me to bring the poles. I got the night crawlers on the hooks and put on the bobbers. 

Emma threw the line in first as Alice got ready and soon Emma started hooking and landing bluegills. Alice just 

got her line in as Emma got another bluegill. After Emma got her fourth fish, I could see Alice getting edgy; her 

little sister was getting all the action. Emma was excited, every major muscle group was pumping in that little 

girl.  Alice became quiet, and her smile faded.  But the next bite was hers, the biggest bluegill so far. After that 

the contest was on. After about 40 minutes Emma caught a very respectable large-mouth bass and Alice be-

came quiet again. And then the action was over and it was time to move on. A nice hike, a stop by the swings, 

and a picnic near the water capped off our day, with both girls agreeing they had fun. I knew we were off to a 

great week with our two southern charmers.    

Even if you are not a fisherman, your kids or grandkids can enjoy fishing at Hartman Creek State Park’s lakes. 

The park has over 2 dozen rods and reels ready for fishing that they lend out at no cost, along with hooks, sink-

ers and bobbers. Anyone 16 years or older needs a fishing license. Bait will be for sale at Adventure Outfitters 

Outpost store located near the park swimming beach . Within the boundaries of the park are Allen, Hartman 

and Mid Lakes. Mahnomen, Marl, Knight and Pope Lakes border the park. Pan fish and large- mouth bass are 

found in all the lakes, some contain walleye and northern too. 

So visit the park. Good luck and good fishing. 

(Wisconsin’s opening day for fishing is May 2. Consult the Wisconsin DNR website for fishing regulations). 

The population of resident Canada 

geese in Wisconsin has dramatically 

increased over the last 25 years. This 

is partially due to the development of 

large open mowed grassy areas that 

humans have created and the protec-

tion that they provide. Resident Can-

ada geese are large, very adaptable, 

long lived, productive and protective 

of nests and young. These traits often 

lead to conflicts with the general pub-

lic. 

Hartman Creek State Park has had a 

problem with goose droppings at the 

beach area for several years. Several 

alternative methods were tried and 

failed leading to a discussion and a 

decision to manage the goose popula-

tion by increasing the mortality of the 

local population. The removal of 

adults and juvenile geese or “round-

up” will be conducted in mid-June 

during the molting process when 

geese are flightless. Prior to removing 

any geese the population will be sam-

pled for environmental contaminants. 

Healthy captured birds are made 

available to local food pantries for 

human consumption. 

The round-up will be done by USDA 

Wildlife Services personnel and will 

be funded by the Friends of Hartman 

Creek State Park. This goose manage-

ment program can take up to three 

years to be completely successful. We 

are confident that this program will 

improve water quality, decrease the 

disruption of recreational activities 

and eliminate goose droppings from 

the beach. If you have any questions 

regarding Canada goose manage-

ment, please feel free to contact Mike 

Bergum, Park Superintendent-

Hartman Creek State Park at 715-258

-2372. 

GOOSE DROPPINGS AT THE BEACH 

                                                                                    BY BILL HERRBOLD 
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FISHING AT HARTMAN CREEK STATE PARK 
                                                                 BY GEORGE PORTO 



The Friends  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of Hartman Creek State Park was orga-

nized for educational and charitable purposes to 

assist the Wisconsin DNR with interpretive, scien-

tific, historical, educational and related services at 

Hartman Creek State Park.  

 

To accomplish these goals the group has sponsored 

interpretive and environmental educational experi-

ences including a paid naturalist in summer, provid-

ed educational materials for sale, and provided fi-

nancial support for programs, facilities and re-

sources at the park.  

 

FOHC members regularly volunteer at the park. 

N 2480 Hartman Creek Road 
Waupaca, WI 54981 

Friends of Hartman Creek 

State Park 

http://hartmancreekfriends.org 

 
 

                       

 

Mail To: 

Friends of Hartman Creek 

N2480 Hartman Creek Rd 

Waupaca, WI 54981 

 

Also can be dropped off at 

the park 

Name___________________________________________ 

Type of Membership: 

Individual ($10)____   Family ($25)___  Organization ($50)___ 

Individual 5 Year ($40)____  Family 5 year ($100)_____ 

 

Address_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ 

Email: _______________________ 

 

Would you like to be contacted about volunteering opportunities?   

                                        Yes       No  

Best way to contact you:  Email    Phone 

                       JOIN TODAY AND HELP SUPPORT THE PARK!  


