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The arrival of spring is a time of transition with a variety of tasks to complete in 

preparation for the season. We do preventative maintenance on machinery, such 

as oil and filter changes, and sharpening blades. Summer buoys are placed on 

Hartman Lake, and staff install the fishing pier at  Whispering Pines on Marl 

Lake. The teepee, provided by  Friends of Hartman Creek State Park, will be 

erected by park staff and volunteers to offer a unique experience for campers.  

The campground needs to be prepped for the upcoming season every year. This 

season has been particularly challenging with many downed trees from really 

strong winds this March. Sites must have winter debris cleared away before they 

are rented, often requiring work with chain saws and tractors. The  Pine and Or-

chard shower buildings need to be opened and cleaned, and water faucets and 

fountains uncovered, cleaned and turned on throughout the park. This process 

can take a couple of days depending on the cooperation of the parks aging 

plumbing infrastructure. Water is tested  to make sure it is safe to drink. 

And of course each year there is recruitment, hiring and training of seasonal em-

ployees to do maintenance, staff the Visitor Service Office, provide law enforce-

ment, and perform interpretive naturalist programs. These seasonal staff are an 

integral part of park operation during the busy summer and fall months. The 

park also depends on the help of  a  succession of volunteer camp hosts that ar-

rive in spring and assist throughout the season. They provide a variety of ser-

vices that can include cleaning sites, educating park visitors and trail mainte-

nance.  

One project, new to our park, are "fish sticks" in Hartman, Mid, and Allen Lakes.  

Fishery and park staff worked together to implement habitat improvement along 

the shoreline of these lakes. What are fish sticks? Essentially they are just large 

trees fully or partially submerged and anchored near or to the shoreline to pro-

vide aquatic structure for fish and wildlife. They will provide visitors with oppor-

tunities to view turtles catching some sun on warm spring days 
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Visitors  may notice the water levels in Allen, Mid, and Hartman Lakes start to rise back to the levels they 

were in past years. The water was lowered to complete dam repairs last fall, but staff has to refill the 

lakes slowly  to minimize  impact on the aquatic wildlife that reside near and in these lakes.  

With the advent of warmer weather the park is coming to life with newborn animals, turtles, and migra-

tory birds returning to utilize the vast natural resources.  

Spring is the time of year to see the widest variety of wildlife in the park whether 

you’re biking, hiking, kayaking, or horseback riding.  However you like to spend 

your time, we have a place for you! 

IT HAS BEEN MY PRIVILEGE By Mike Bergum  

Change is an inevitable reality of life.  Twelve years ago I came to Hart-
man Creek State Park fully intent on spending the remainder of my ca-
reer here.    With a recent promotion as the new Northeast District Parks 
Supervisor, my time at Hartman Creek is limited; at least it is as far as 
being its superintendent.   
 
It has been a challenging 12 years.   Many issues, both big and small, 
have come across my desk in my role as Park Superintendent.   Weigh-
ing the needs of our many visitors has proven gut-wrenching at times 
when a decision made can be upsetting or confusing to some and ap-
plauded and welcomed by others.  Yet making decisions is necessary in 
any management role, especially when working within the public sector 
at a state park.  
 
Hartman Creek is a beautiful park.   As its manager it has been my priv-
ilege and pleasure to have worked in such a wonderful place for so 
many years.   A very unassuming property it pulls at you and brings you 
into its fold often without you knowing.  The park has subtle beauty 
unlike its bigger cousin to the northeast, Peninsula State Park.   Hartman 
appears fairly typical at first glance.  Its size can be deceiving at 1500 
acres with only a small portion open to vehicular traffic.   To appreciate 
Hartman Creek’s gifts it is necessary to walk some.  A mile hike around 
either of the park’s internal lakes provides visitors a great appreciation 
of the wildlife, flora and fauna, the park possesses.   
 
I will miss being your superintendent.   My hope has always been to leave Hartman Creek State Park better than 
when I came here in 2004.  I hope I have accomplished that.  The park today has more recreational opportunities 
for our visitors, improved facilities for our campers and a thriving volunteer base consisting of a very active friends 
group and several other volunteers donating and dedicating countless hours to the Hartman Creek cause.   
 
So I thank you.  I thank you allowing me to serve as you Park Superintendent these past 12 years. I thank you for 
your patronage and your appreciation for such a special property.   I thank all the employees, permanent, seasonal 
and volunteer, who have helped us succeed in our quest to provide our visitors with great experiences and yet pre-
serve this special place.  From the bottom of my heart, thank you.   
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It has been my pleasure to work with Mike Bergum over the past two years while I have been President of 

FHCSP. He was easy to approach,  and we had many conversations about the park and how the Friends  

could help make the park a better place for those who enjoy spending time here. Some of our conversations 

got philosophical, about  the future of parks in general, and Hartman in particular. What always was appar-

ent was that Mike loved his job, loved the park, always tried to make decisions with the health of the park 

and its users in mind. 

Mike will be sorely missed but he left a wonderful legacy. I speak for all of us in Friends of Hartman Creek 

SP in wishing him all the success in the world. I look forward to seeing him in his new role, and maybe hang-

ing around at Hartman when he has time. Good luck Mike!  

GOOD LUCK MIKE! By Ken Karth  

FEATURED VOLUNTEER & MASTER NATURALIST 

Hi I’m Paul Krause. I grew up in West Bloomfield, WI (just southwest of 
Fremont) on a small vegetable farm. From a young age, I gained an appre-
ciation for the outdoors. That lead me to UW-Stevens Point where I gradu-
ated in 1996 majoring in Soil Science and Water Resources Management.  I 
have been blessed to be able to work in the natural resources field for the 
past 20 years, including my current position as an Arborist with the City of 
Appleton. 

I decided to sign up for the WI Master Naturalist Training Program, hosted 
at Hartman Creek State Park last summer, hoping to learn about volunteer 
opportunities and to refresh my memory about some of the things I had 
learned as a student. Boy, was I surprised! I not only learned about volun-
teer opportunities, but listening to the knowledge, passion, and enthusi-
asm of the teachers and guest speakers reawakened my own enthusiasm 
for nature. I hadn’t realized it, but, my own passion had become drowned 
out by the busyness of everyday life. 

So far, I have volunteered primarily with invasive and non-native plant 
removal at Pope Lake SNA.  I have also had the opportunity to teach other 
aspiring Mater Naturalists about soils during the Friends of Hartman 
Creek sponsored Master Naturalist Training class last fall, I have given a presentation to a local library 
group, and I have attended some of the Friends of Hartman Creek State Park board meetings. 

The Master Naturalist Training Program has opened the door for volunteer opportunities. Getting out there 
and taking advantage of these opportunities is a great way to keep my passion for nature alive! 

FREE PARK & FISHING WEEKEND—JUNE 3-4, 2017 

Don’t forget the annual free fishing weekend June 3-4. Park admission is waived, free fishing equipment 

provided and staff and volunteers to help get anglers started. Other events  planned, including naturalist 

activities, a guided hike to kick off the Hartman Hiker program and more. Check out the Friends of Hart-

man Creek FB page for more details or the Wisconsin DNR website 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/anglereducation/freeFishingWeekend.html 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/anglereducation/freeFishingWeekend.html
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In an ever-thirsty world, one of the blessings of life in Wisconsin, is the abundance of water. Precious 

groundwater underlies much of our state and the surface waters include thousands of lakes, rivers and 

streams. Water is literally home to all manner of plants and animals during all or part of their life cycle, and 

is a source of sustenance for other species, including of course, we humans.  And who can deny the joy and 

peace water provides? The sight, sound, smell, feel and taste of water soothes our frenzied psyches, proximi-

ty to water promotes relaxation, recreation, renewal. Water is inspiration for writers, musicians, artists, a 

source of endless fascination and discovery for scientists, and just the curious. Water feeds the soul and 

body. Water is life!  

Hartman Creek State Park has five lakes within the park borders (Allen, Mid (or Middle), Hartman, the pond

-like Grebe Lake, and Pope Lake in the State Natural Area). Three more lakes, part of the Upper Chain (Marl, 

Manomin and Knight) border or have significant portions of their water body within park borders. Both Al-

len Creek ( often just a modest trickle), and Hartman Creek, meander through, and the park is blessed with 

scattered springs, wetlands and bogs. If you spend much time in the park, really there is no excuse not to get 

your feet wet! 

Where did all this water come from? How are the springs and streams and lakes interrelated?  

According to park neighbor and author Merlin Horn ( A Cultural and Natural History of Hartman Creek 

State Park and Vicinity), "in the case of Hartman Creek State Park, continental glaciation had a profound 

effect on its topography, drainage, surficial geology and soils......Additionally, the drainage pattern of the 

park area was established as the glaciers left the area." The footprint of the glaciers formed geologic features, 

and drainage patterns (all the way to the Atlantic Ocean). But as with most places on earth, time, weather 

and human activity modified what came before.  

The Chain of Lakes that so define the Waupaca area resulted from glacial activity and are fed by  groundwa-

ter springs underneath or delivered via streams. But are you aware that the three lakes in the main (original) 

part of what is now Hartman Creek SP (Allen, Mid and Hartman Lakes) are the result of humans manipulat-

ing the gifts of nature?  They are man-made lakes.  

Before European settlers arrived, much of this area was forested, with abundant water resources. Native 

Americans hunted and fished here for thousands of years, but their influence on the landscape was limited. 

In the mid- 1800s white settlers began arriving, laying claims to Menominee ceded lands.  Parcels next to 

water were desirable for drinking, crops and even transportation. The landscape changed as woods were 

cleared for lumber and to provide farm fields for crops and grazing. Records from   families that farmed 

these lands indicate they  grew a variety of crops and animals, developed orchards, built a creamery, using 

the natural resources of the area. Local springs provided refrigeration, they found abundant fish in local 

creeks. A man from one of these families, George Allen, was not so interested in grain and livestock, but be-

came fascinated with fish farming, and his influence left another footprint on our park.  

 In the 1920s, George Allen  put his energy into building a commercial fish hatchery on the old family farm-

stead, clearing land, building a dam to make ponds, using the cool water from springs (in the western por-

tion of what is now Allen Lake, and the source of Hartman Creek) to provide suitable trout habitat. He rent-

ed the Springhill Creamery to use the basement to nurture fingerlings in their first 3-4 months of life.  

George studied trout propagation, and how to make a living at it, letting the public, for a fee,  catch fish at his 

Springhill Trout Ranch and Wildlife Refuge.    

 

(continued next page) 

 

 

A LEGACY OF WATER  
By Megan Karth  
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The Great Depression hit Mr. Allen hard, and the land was sold to pay creditors, then passed through several 

owners by inheritance. In 1939 the State of Wisconsin Conservation Department purchased 309 acres and 

installed three dams which impounded the water flowing from the springs to develop the Hartman Creek 

Fish Hatchery using a number of ponds.  Another dam was placed on Allen Creek that enlarged what is now  

called Grebe Lake. The state found that when Mr. Allen impounded "Big Spring Brook" (Hartman Creek) the 

fish habitat eventually was so altered that the once abundant trout did not do well. The new hatchery did try 

raising trout fingerlings, but abandoned that effort, switching to smallmouth bass to restock other rivers and 

streams in the state where trout no longer thrived. To counter the effects of erosion and soil loss from agri-

culture on some of the land within the park, especially slopes, an extensive tree planting program was start-

ed. Soil was maintained, runoff into streams diminished, but the original ecosystem was quite altered in a 

short time. 

After much effort, over a number of years, the state 

abandoned the fish hatchery project, and in 1960  

transferred the land to the State Parks and Recreation 

Division. The lakes were still used as holding ponds for 

bass and bluegills to restock other lakes. In 1966 the 

land became a state park and over the years, more 

work has been done on the dams, dikes and a culvert 

added to maintain more constant water levels in the 

lakes. Land has been added to the park in subsequent 

years (including Whispering Pines and  the Pope Lake 

State Natural Area) increasing the size of the park, and 

adding access to more lakes.  

 

We invite you to get to know the waters of your park. Pick up a map and trace your finger over the paths of 

the creeks and the connected bodies of water and then go explore. Where are the springs that feed Allen 

Lake and that inspired Mr. Allen to build the first  pond? Can you find the raceways built by the state to raise 

fish? Where is the culvert that connects Mid Lake to Allen Lake? Where are Allen and  Hartman Creeks? 

Where do they come from, where do they go? Have you hiked a trail and gotten your feet wet? Why? How 

does water effect the habitat at Pope Lake State Natural area and what unique plants live there?  Follow the 

watery trail and see where it takes you. Our water is a gift, a legacy that connects past and present, near and 

faraway places. Get to know the waters of our park. Enjoy your journey! 

(Credit to Merlin Horn's book and Sue Eiler for details) . 

BECOME A HARTMAN HIKER 

Friends of Hartman Creek State Park is sponsoring a new program called Hart-

man Hiker Hiking Challenge. It was conceived by campground host and FHCSP 

member, Julie Bahr as an effort to get visitors to explore the park trails. How to 

become a HH? Pick up a brochure at the park office, hike all seven trails listed, in 

whatever time frame fits your life, and get a lovely Hartman Hiker pin.  We hope 

hikers use this as an opportunity to get in touch with nature, observe wildlife and 

really learn about their park. Kickoff is planned for the state parks Free Day on 

June 4.  
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Take the time this spring to just observe a shoreline, right on the edge of a 

lake or stream.  What do you see moving? What colors and shapes do you 

see? What are the animals eating? What are the sounds and smells?  And, 

how do different shorelines differ from each other? Some are rich with tall 

and short vegetation, while others that are human managed have little vege-

tation. Some are narrow, while others are broad (wetlands).  In the shorelines 

with abundant native vegetation, you will find so much life!  Not only diverse 

plant life, but many  species of birds, amphibians, reptiles, mammals, insects, 

zooplankton and fish.  Here in Waupaca, we have so many small lakes and 

rivers meandering -- and all of them have shorelines.  This shoreline habitat 

is called the "littoral zone" and it is critical for wildlife habitat, water quality, 

and erosion control.  We want to ensure that our aquatic ecosystems are 

healthy, and the littoral zones play a big role in this.  In fact, the littoral zone 

is the most productive zone of our freshwaters-- for it is in this zone where 

most of the reproduction of our native plant and animal species takes place.  

The rooted plants of our shorelines provide food and habitat/spawning areas  

for  animals. 

What are some of the things you can observe this spring and summer in the littoral zones near you?   

Birds nesting (e.g.. Sandhill crane, wood ducks, Canada geese, Red Wing Blackbirds) 

Turtles basking (e.g.,  Painted turtles, Snapping turtles) 

Frogs croaking (e.g., spring peepers) 

Dragonflys hatching: Soon we will be able to observe dragonflies hatch, and they do that in the littoral zone 

(they spend 90% of their life cycle in the water), and they leave behind their exoskeleton 

Muskrats, Beavers, Otters gathering food 

Birds waiting for their prey (e.g., Great Blue Heron, Osprey, Red Shouldered Hawk, Bald Eagle) 

Native plants that have been used by Native Americans for food and medicine (e.g., cattails). 

 

Enjoy appreciating our shorelines in a new way in 2017!  And, if you want to learn lots more about the plants 

and animals here, attend naturalist programs in the Park this summer and/or sign up for the Master Naturalist 

course to be held in the Park the week of August 14 (see www.wimasternaturalist.org/courses ), which includes 

field trips where we study shoreline life. 

HIGH PRODUCTIVITY IN THE LITTORAL ZONE  By Mary Trainor  

GOODBYE DEAR FRIEND 

Frank Schwamb, longtime friend of Hartman Creek State Park, and member 

of our Friends group and the board, died on January 7, 2017. Frank and his 

wife retired to the Waupaca area in 1988, and after years of bringing their 

family to the park, they became devoted park volunteers. Maxine died in 

2006 but Frank continued to donate his time and wisdom. Frank was be-

loved by staff and Friends alike. When Frank had something to say everyone 

paid attention. Though he was slowing down, his dedication never wavered. 

Family designated the Hartman Creek State Park for memorial funds and the 

board is working on finding a way to honor this wonderful man in a special 

way. We miss you, Frank.  Rest in peace. 

http://www.wimasternaturalist.org/courses
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FISH TRIVIA 

Fish are an attraction in our lakes.  Their sensory input may not be understood by many people. Test your knowledge 
of fish sense. More than one answer may be correct. 

 

Fish can detect temperatures in which temperature range:  1. 10    b. 2-40  c. 5-100  d. 10-150   

Sight is important as fish are a prey species.  Their eyes:  a. can see above water and below, in front and behind  b. 
can act independently, that is one looks up, one looks down  c. only can focus within 3’  d. actually have eyelash-
es to brush away weeds 

Smell is:  a. what we think of when we handle fish  b. not developed at all as water is too dense for smell molecules  c. 
detected through nostrils; some detect birth origin  d. developed to detect body odors and odors of alarm of oth-
er fish 

Taste is:  a. very developed; that’s why some bait is rejected  b. detected by buds located inside and outside mouth; 
some fish have barbels for this sense  c. not developed, they are attracted by movement and not taste of bait  d. 
great when pan-fired with a little butter 

Hearing is:  a. not developed, as water is too dense for sound to travel  b. highly developed, with inner ear located 
within head  c. water is a good conductor of sound; sound travels 5 X’s faster in water than in air; fish rely very 
much on sound  d. no ear, no hearing 

A lateral line is:  a. just a coloration running the length of the fish for camouflage  b. used to detect water flow  c. a 
special sensory canal packed with nerve endings  d. used to detect low frequency sound vibrations 

 

Fins are structures that provide stability, positioning and locomotion.  Most fins enhance stability.  Some fins that 
stick out along the side, position or help the fish aim itself in the water.  Combined with side thrusts of the body, the 
tail fin provided locomotion.  Fins are composed of a thin membrane covering rays and spines.  Rays are soft carti-
laginous structures, branched on the end. Spines are hard and sharp, with no branching.  Pin the fin on the fish. 

anal pelvic pectoral 

dorsal 

caudal 

Trivia Answers: 1-A;  2-A,B;  3-C,D;  4-A,B;  5-B,C;  6-C,D 



The Friends  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of Hartman Creek State Park was orga-

nized for educational and charitable purposes to 

assist the Wisconsin DNR with interpretive, scien-

tific, historical, educational and related services at 

Hartman Creek State Park.  

 

To accomplish these goals the group has sponsored 

interpretive and environmental educational experi-

ences including a paid naturalist in summer, provid-

ed educational materials for sale, and provided fi-

nancial support for programs, facilities and re-

sources at the park.  

 

 

N 2480 Hartman Creek Road 
Waupaca, WI 54981  
 

friendsofhartmancreek.org 

Friends of Hartman Creek 

State Park 

 

Name_________________________________________________________ 

Type of Membership: 

Individual ($10)____   Family ($25)___  Organization ($50)___ 

Individual 5 Year ($40)____  Family 5 year ($100)_____ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to be contacted about volunteering opportunities?           Yes       No  

Best way to contact you:      Email      Phone 

Mail To: 

Friends of Hartman Creek 

N2480 Hartman Creek Rd 

Waupaca, WI 54981 

 

Also can be dropped off at 

the park 

SUPPORT THE PARK & JOIN THE FRIENDS GROUP! 

Help us continue to keep Hartman Creek State Park the great place that it is! 

https://www.facebook.com/hartmancreekfriends

